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severely. On the 24th the wind and sea abated sufficiently for
the executive officer to proceed to the senior officer's ship to re-
port all the facts. Commander Alden relieved the Winona9 s
commanding officer in the order which follows:

IT. S. STEAMER, Richmond,
Off MOBILE, September 24,1862.

SIE: From your report, as well as that of Asst. Surgeon Mathewson, it is
clearly established that your Commanding Officer, Lt. Commander Thornton,
is laboring under a fit of "delirium tremens," and is thereby rendered unfit
for duty.

You will, therefore, assume command of the Winona y and place him under
such restraint as may be necessary to prevent him injuring himself or others.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES ALDEN,

Commander and Sen, Officer, Prest.
Lt. W. SCOTT SCHLEY,

Lt. and Executive Officer,
U. S. Gunboat Winona.

Oral orders were received at the same time, owing to injiiries
sustained during the gale, to proceed to Pensacola to report the
ship ?s condition to Admiral Farragut. This incident led to the
court-martial of the commanding officer, whom Alden had re-
lieved in the order quoted above, which culminated in dismissing
this officer from the squadron. It was a great blow to a gallant
fellow, and removed him from opportunities to distinguish him-
self for a time at least; but, notwithstanding this, before taking
his departure from the Winona to go north, he was generous
enough to tell the writer he had done his whole duty in the mat-
ter, and that if he had done less he (the commanding officer)
could have had no respect for him.

There was no feeling but of regret and respect in the part-
ing. In the Kearsarge, two years later, this splendid officer won
imperishable glory for his country and his name. *' Peace to Ms
memory" is the tribute of one who honored, respected and ad-
mired Mm, but who pitied the occasional infirmity which brought
Mm a moment of sorrow.

It was believed that service in the Mississippi River, where
the Winona would not be exposed to the heavy strains of roll-
ing as in blockading outside, would lessen her leak, there being
no dock available south of Norfolk for repairs. She was ordered,te A. H. Staigg, Watch
